FCE Practice Tests Mistakes – Use of English – Part 3

1. People say that the famous couple are about to get married.
said

The famous couple …………………….. about to get married.

is said to be

2. I find waiting for buses very boring.
get

I …………………….. waiting for buses.

get bored

3. It’s very difficult to predict the weather here.

tends

The weather ……………………..  unpredictable here.

here tends to be very

4. ‘I find all the advertisements on TV really irritating’, said John 

nerves

‘All the advertisements on TV really ……………………..’, said John

get on my nerves

5. Pauline hadn’t expected to see many people at the concert.

surprise

It came …………………….. to see so many people at the concert.

as a surprise to Pauline

6. The new one-way system seems pointless to me.

point

I can’t …………………….. the new one-way system.

see the point of

7. It isn’t easy for Daniel to get up before the sun rises.

difficulty

Daniel …………………….. up before the sun rises.

has difficulty in getting

8. Guests are asked to say if they prefer tear or coffee with their breakfast.

rather

Guests are asked to say if …………………….. tea or coffee with their breakfast.

they would rather have

9. Mrs Parker expressed her thanks for all the help she’d received.

grateful

Mrs Parker said that …………………….. all the help she’d received.

she was grateful for

10. People say that there are bears living in these mountains.

said

Bears …………………….. in these mountains.

are said to live

11. Too tired to continue, Phil stopped walking.

carry

Phil couldn’t …………………….. he was too tired.

carry on walking because

12. Trevor decided to wait and only book his flight at the last minute.

put

Trevor decided …………………….. his flight until the last minute.

to put off booking

13. You must not waste any time in applying for a visa.

soon 

You must apply for a visa …………………….. possibly can.
as soon as you

14. We’ll eat indoors if it rains.

long

As …………………….. rain, we’ll eat outdoors.

long as it doesn’t
15. The police were there to make sure that the crowd did not invade the football pitch.

prevent

The police were there to …………………….. the football pitch.

prevent the crowd from invading

16. The heavy summed rainfall has caused severe floods.

brought

Severe floods …………………….. the heavy summed rainfalls.

were brought on

17. Mary made mistakes because she refused to listen to advice.

resulted

Mary’s mistakes …………………….. refusal to listen to advice.

resulted from her

18. My grandmother had to sell her house in order to pay off all her debts.

that

My grandmother had to sell her house …………………….. pay off all her debts.

so that she could

19. The strong winds caused the tower to fall over.

knocked

It was the strong winds …………………….. over.

which knocked the tower

20. I am not strong enough to climb that steep path without a walking stick.

too

That path is …………………….. climb without a walking stick.

too steep for me to

21. The man stole a valuable picture but he was never punished.

got

That man …………………….. a valuable picture.

got away with stealing

22. Mrs Butler didn’t buy her son a bicycle because she didn’t have enough money.

afford

Mrs Butler …………………….. her son a bicycle.

could not afford to buy

23. Sally will not buy that pony because she is no longer interested.

lost

Sally …………………….. buying that pony.

lost (her?) interest in

24. Although it looks easy, that dance is actually quite difficult.
not

That dance …………………….. looks.

is not as easy as it
25. We've missed the last bus so there's no point in waiting

worth

It …………………….. as we've missed the last bus.
is not worth waiting

26. Because it snowed heavily during the night the motorway is closed.
due

The motorway is closed …………………….. that there was heavy snow the night before.

due to the fact

27. I don’t care what you do.
concerned

As …………………….. you can do what you like.

far as I am concerned

29.  Do you and your brother have the same looks?
like

Does …………………….. you?

your brother look like

30. I've tried again and again but I just can't do it.

often

No …………………….. try, I still can't do it.

matter how often I

31. The clients demanded to stay in a first-class hotel.
staying

The clients …………………….. in a first-class hotel.

insisted on staying

32. I don't object to the council building a new road here.
objection

I …………………….. the council building a new road here.

have no objection to

33. The author wrote her latest novel while she was staying in Majorca.
was

The author's latest novel …………………….. stay in Majorca.

was written during her

34. If you're not travelling more than 10 kilometres from the city centre, you can use this ticket.
within

If you're travelling …………………….. the city centre, you can use this ticket.

within 10 kilometres of
35. I haven’t decided yet whether to move or not.

mind

I haven’t …………………….. whether to move or not.

made up my mind yet

36. It is increasingly difficult for me to read without my glasses.

finding

I am …………………….. to read without my glasses.

finding it increasingly difficult
37. I will continue speaking if you don’t interrupt me any more.

stop

I will continue speaking only…………………….. me.

if you stop interrupting

38. The person who encouraged me the most at school was my French teacher.

encouragement

The person who ……………………..at school was my French teacher.

gave me the most encouragement

39. I am fed up with his behaviour.

enough

I …………………….. his behaviour.

have had enough of

40. Our senior manager is dealing with this matter, sir.

being

The matter …………………….. our senior manager, sir.

is being dealt with by
39. Why don’t you telephone me later to discuss this?

give

Why don’t you …………………….. later to discuss this?

give me a call/ring
40. Nobody plays this piece as beautifully as he does.

more

He plays this piece …………………….. else.

more beautiful than anyone/anybody
41. If I don’t leave now, I’ll miss my train.

I’ll …………………….. leave now.

miss my train unless I 
42. Would you like to go for a coffee in 10 minutes or so?

about

How …………………….. a coffee in 10 minutes or so?

about going for
43. She could hardly absorb all the new information.

difficulty

She …………………….. all the new information.

had difficulty in absorbing

44. Is he expected to return soon?

back

Is …………………….. soon?

is he expected to be back

45. He managed to break the world record after trying twice.

breaking

He …………………….. the world record after trying twice.

succeed in breaking

46. They haven’t decided on a date yet.

still

They …………………….. a date

still haven’t decided on

47. He was about to leave when the phone rang.

point

He was …………………….. when the phone rang.

on the point of leaving

48. I like to study arts more than sciences.

to

I prefer …………………….. sciences

to study arts rather than

49. He promised me he would be back before midnight.

word

He …………………….. would be back before midnight.

gave me his word that

50. It wasn’t necessary for her to get up early as it was Sunday.

need

She …………………….. up early as it was Sunday.

didn’t need to get

51. He quarrelled with her about the computer.

fell

He …………………….. the computer

feel out with her over

52. Although she is rich, she is extremely mean.

her

Despite ………………….. , she is extremely mean.

her rich / her wealth

53. I’m looking forward to the summer holidays.

longing

I …………………….. the summer holidays.
am longing for

54. My parents don’t want me to go to France.

object

My parents …………………….. to France.

object to (me/my) going

55. He will probably be late for the interview.

unlikely

He is ……………………..for the interview.

unlikely to be (early/on time)
56. “Shall I call them later?” he asked himself.

whether

He …………………….. later.

wondered whether to call them

57. It’s time they stopped fighting over this issue.

gave

It’s time they …………………….. over this issue.

gave up fighting

58. She had no one who could help her.

turn

She …………………….. for help.

had no one to turn to

59. The shoes we bought John no longer fit him.

grown

John …………………….. the shoes we bought him.

has grown out of 

60. He broke their agreement at the very last minute.

went

He …………………….. at the very last minute.

went back on their agreement

61. They managed to find someone to replace John.

in

They managed to find …………………….. John. 

someone to stand in for
62. She didn’t want to be identified so she used a pen name.

being

She used a pen name …………………….. identified.

to avoid being

63. We got lost going home from the leisure centre.
find

We couldn’t…………………….. from the leisure centre.

find our way home

64. It was after midnight when Mary finished work.

until

Mary…………………….. after midnight.

did not finish work until

65. We mended the roof to prevent the birds from making nests in it.

so

We mended the roof…………………….. not make nests in it.

so that the birds would

66. Mattew can’t be sure that Alex will help him if something goes wrong.

rely

Matterw can’t…………………….. him if something goes wrong.

rely on Alex to help

67. By the time we arrived at the theatre, nearly all seats had been taken.

hardly

There…………………….. left by the time we arrived at the theatre.

were hardly any seats

68. Pauline isn’t trying to solve her financial problems at all.

effort

Pauline……………………..solve her financial problems.

making no effort to

69. “I wonder why Leon did not tell anyone he was leaving” Mike said.

telling

“I wonder why Leon…………………….. anyone”, Mike said.

left without telling

70. She felt strongly about the issue of using animals in experiments.

strong

She…………………….. on the issue of using animals in experiments.

had strong feelings 

71. This book is so old that it’s coming to pieces.

apart

This…………………….. because it’s so old.

is falling apart

72. It’s not much good inviting her out for dinner. She turns everybody down.

It’s…………………….. for dinner because she will only turn you down.

no use inviting
73. They had just fallen asleep when the baby started crying.

than

No sooner…………………….. the baby started crying.

had the fallen asleep than

74. Tom accused the little boy of breaking his bedroom window.

blamed

Tom…………………….. breaking his bedroom window.

blamed the little boy for

75. Has Martin decided to move yet?

made

Has Martin…………………….. moving yet?

made up his mind about

76. She is always complaining about how much work she has.

never

She …………………….. much work she has.

never stops complaining about

77. When I first came to England, I had difficulty driving on the left.

used

When I first came to England…………………….. to driving on the left

had difficulty in getting used

78. Mary bought more eggs than she needed for the cake.

many

Mary…………………….. for the cakes.

bought too many eggs

79. Please do not approach the counter all together.

one

Please approach the counter…………………….. time.

one at the time

80. She completely agreed with the decision I made.

total
She was…………………….. the decision I made.

in total agreement with
81. He wouldn’t have started writing if his wife hadn’t encouraged him.

up

Had it not been for his wife’s encouragement, he …………………….. writing.

would not have taken up

82. We had to complete the form when we arrived at the employment agency.

in

We…………………….. a form when we arrived at the employment agency.

had to fill in 
83. Pam thought the tall man was her sister’s friend.

mistook

Pam…………………….. a friend of her sister’s.

mistook the tall man for

84. I prefer skating to cycling.

rather

I……………………..  than cycling.

would rather go skating

85. Use this door only in an emergency.

should

Only in an emergency…………………….. this door.

should you use

86. Lock the door when you leave the house.

had

You…………………….. when you leave the house.

had better lock the door

87. Peter drove so carelessly that he got a fine

such

Peter…………………….. that he got a fine.

was such a careless driver

88. I haven’t got much information on vacancies at the moment.

little

I…………………….. on vacancies at the moment.

only have a little information

89. I had no idea that she was a newspaper editor.

little

Little…………………….. that she was a newspaper editor.
did I know

90. Those shoes you are wearing are not very fashionable anymore.

fashion

Those shoes you are wearing have been…………………….. quite some time.

out of fashion for
91. The government hasn’t done anything about the environment. 

something

It’s time…………………….. about the environment.

the government did something

92. This has nothing to do with you.

none

This…………………….. business.

is none of your

93. Our flat needs redecorating.

up

We realy ought……………………..our flat.

to do up
94. I would rather you didn’t turn on the television.

sooner

I……………………..not turned on.

would sooner the TV was

95. If you don’t ask somebody the way, you might get lost.
otherwise

You’d better ask somebody the way…………………….. get lost.

otherwise you will

96. It took the artist three years to finish his work.

years

The artist…………………….. to finish his work.

took three years

97. When did George buy a new boat?

ago

How…………………….. a new boat?

long ago did George buy

